Two Conversations about the Weather 
an original play by 
Jesse David Fox 



INT: KITCHEN - SUNDAY MORNING 



AL (29) sits at a kitchen table in a well-lit kitchen, on a 
well-lit block, in a well-lit neighborhood. He's drinking 
coffee and reading the New York Times. He reads slowly. 

Read. . . 

Sip. 

Flip page. 

Read. . . 

Sip. 

Flip. 

Read. 

Read. 

Read. 

Read. 

About to flip, Al ' s girlfriend ELLE (28) comes from behind 
and kisses him on the cheek. She sits down and starts 
scrolling through her phone. 

ELLE 

What ' s that weather supposed to be 
like today, hon? 

AL 

I don't know. 

ELLE 

Why not? 

AL 

What do you mean, "why not?" 
ELLE 

What do you mean, "what do you mean, 
'why not'?" 

AL 

What are you asking? 

ELLE 

You're reading the newspaper. Why 
don't you know the weather? The 
weather is news. 



2. 

AL 

Well, first. I'm not really sure 
it ' s news . 

ELLE 

It is. 

AL 

Second, I don't make a habit of 
finding the day ' s forecast from the 
newspaper. 

ELLE 

Why not, silly goose? 
Al smiles. He like it when she calls him a goose. 

AL 

Well, first, it's not up to date. 
It's a forecast from yesterday. I'd 
rather just check the weather app. 
Second, there are far more important 
things for me to read. 

ELLE 

OK. That's dumb as balls. See — 
AL 

( interrupting ) 
Is your counterargument going to 
have multiple points? 

ELLE 

I don't know about multiple . 
AL 

But more than one? 

ELLE 

Yes, more than one. 

AL 

Can you enumerate them? 
ELLE 

Sure, OCD goose. 

Al smiles. 

ELLE (CONT'D) 
First. You read the paper for news. 



AL 

I do. It is a newspaper. Not a NOT- 
newspaper . 



3. 

ELLE 

That wasn't a joke. 

AL 

How would you know? 

ELLE 

David Tenenbaum's School for Comedy 
and Loan Refinancing. 

AL 

You took comedy classes from our 
accountant? 

ELLE 

I was going in to refinance a loan, 
but he just started telling jokes 
and since he gets paid by the minute, 
we had the idea of calling it a comedy 
school so I could write it off my 
taxes . 

AL 

He ' s a good accountant . 
ELLE 

He's a better joke teacher. 
AL 

I find that hard to believe. 
ELLE 

Well, get ready to find it soft to 
believe. 

Elle stands up. 

ELLE (CONT'D) 
A cat and a dog walk into a bar. 
And the dog goes, "Boy, this place 
is crowded." Oh wait. I was supposed 
to say the bar was crowded. Let me 
start again. A cat and a dog walk 
into a crowded bar and the dog goes, 
"Boy, this place is crowded." And 
the cat goes, "Ah! A dog is talking." 
And the dog goes, "Coming from you 
that's pretty rich." Oh wait. I 
was supposed to say the cat was rich. 
Let me start again. A rich cat and 
a dog walk into a crowded bar and 
the dog goes, "Boy, this place is 
crowded." And the cat goes, "Ah! A 
dog is talking." 

(MORE) 



4. 

ELLE (CONT'D) 
And the dog goes, "Coming from you 
that's pretty rich." Oh, wait, I 
think the dog was supposed to be a 
Rabbi and the cat an anti-semitic 
piece of cake. . . 

Elle slowly walks back to the table, confused. 

AL 

He's a good accountant. 

Flip. 

Sip. 

Read. 

ELLE 

First. 

AL 

Ah, yes? 

ELLE 

First. You read the paper for news. 
AL 

Apparently. 

ELLE 

Why? 

AL 

To learn about the events of the 
day. 

ELLE 

Which day? Not to-day. Because 
that paper was made yesterday. It 
is literally yesterday's news. 

AL 

What? 

ELLE 

Are you reading about things that 
are happening today? 

AL 

Well. No. 



Hazah! 



ELLE 



5. 



AL 

Maybe, but the New York Times is the 
world's preeminent source for 
collecting and boiling all the world's 
information into what is most 
important and how it is most 
important . 

ELLE 

Like the weather! 

AL 

So you are saying, you are reading a 
non up to date forecast because you 
believe that the New York Times has 
a greater perspective on the current 
weather, than someone reporting it 
as we speak. 

ELLE 

Now you ' re getting it . 
AL 

And you do this every day? 
ELLE 

I try. Obviously I didn't have time 
yesterday, because I was moving my 
stuff in. Which, to be fair, we 
totally nailed! 

AL 

Yeah we did, butt head. 

Elle smiles. She likes it when he calls her butthead. They 
high five. 

ELLE 

But, yeah, depending on my work 
schedule, I like to walk down to 
nearest bodega and pick up the Times. 

AL 

Just for the weather? 

ELLE 

Yeah. 

AL 

That is a terrible waste. 
ELLE 

Look maybe . But I like the ritual . 
Add a almond milk mocha and a salt 
bagel. It's a perfect morning. 



6. 

AL 

That sounds gross. 

ELLE 

Tell that to those $8 sea salt and 
almond chocolate bars. 

AL 

Elle. 

ELLE 

Al. 

AL 

I love you. 

ELLE 

I love you too . . . 

Flip. 
Read. . . 
Sip. 

ELLE (CONT'D) 
What did I do? 

AL 

Hmm. 

ELLE 

Look. I love you. You love me. 
But why did you say it right then? 

AL 

Honestly? An almond milk mocha with 
a salt bagel is a brilliant fucking 
idea. 

ELLE 

Then let's get em! 

AL 

Well, we already have the paper. I 
have a Sunday Times subscription. 
Just one of the perks of living here. 

ELLE 

Perks. Ooo. Like what? 
AL 

I do have that limited edition Friends 
CENTRAL PERK window decal. 



Al points to the window. We see the decal. 

ELLE 

Al. 

AL 

Elle. 

ELLE 

I love you. 

AL 

I love you too . . . 

Sip. 

AL (CONT'D) 
What did I do? 

ELLE 

Hitim? 

AL 

Why did you say it right then? 
ELLE 

That play on words was flawless. 

A sting of Beyonce ' s "Flawless" 

ELLE (CONT'D) 
Since we already have the paper, you 
want to get the other stuff and then 
just come back. 

AL 

Yeah, let me just finish this article. 

Flip. 
Read. . . 
Sip. 

ELLE 

What's it about? 

AL 

What? 

ELLE 

The article. What's it about? 



AL 

The new season of Game of Thrones. 



8. 

ELLE 

Are you kidding me? 

AL 

Do I look like David Tenenbaum? 
ELLE 

I mean a little. He is your uncle. 

Elle pours herself some coffee. 

ELLE (CONT'D) 
So, you're saying that the weather 
is less interesting than some TV 
show. 

AL 

It's not TV, it's HBO. 

Elle takes milk out of the fridge. 

AL (CONT'D) 
Why are you so angry right now? 

ELLE 

Angry? I'm not angry. You wouldn't 
want to see me when I'm angry. 

AL 

That's the Hulk. 

ELLE 

When is it that you wouldn't want to 
see me? 

AL 

After you had dairy? 
Elle puts the milk back in the fridge. 
Sip. 
Read. . . 
Sip. 

ELLE 

So, you're saying that the weather 
is less interesting than the "Home 
Boxed Office?" 



AL 

Yes. That is what I'm saying. 



9. 

ELLE 

Water falls from the fucking sky, 
Al . A faraway star warms us ! 

AL 

But that's just science. They don't 
have that stuff in the forecasts. 

ELLE 

It is not just science. It is magic. 
Every forecast is science trying to 
predict the next five days of tricks . 

AL 

If it's so magical, why can they 
predict it? 

ELLE 

It's why they're wrong so often. 
We ' re only given a glimpse into 
weather's truth. Weather is a leaping 
bird floating down stream, singing 
of orange sun rays. You cannot cage 
it in some internet-phone application. 

AL 

If you like weather so much why don't 
you marry it? 

ELLE 

Because I'm going to marry you. 
AL 

Wait, what? Wait, what? Wait, What? 
ELLE 

I intend on marrying you. 
Elle sits down. 

Al stands up. Pours himself more coffee. 

AL 

Who said I wanted to get married? 
ELLE 

I didn't mean like this afternoon, 
but, you know, someday. 

AL 

Do I know? Do I ! ? Who said I wanted 
to get married someday? 



ELLE 

Why are you so angry right now? 



Al takes milk out of the fridge. 

AL 

Angry? I'm not angry. You wouldn't 
want to see me when I'm angry. 

ELLE 

That's the Hulk. 

AL 

When is it that you wouldn't want to 
see me? 

ELLE 

After you had dairy? 
Al puts the milk back in the fridge? 

AL 

(aside) 
Why did we even buy this? 

Al sits back down. 

AL (CONT'D) 
Where is this coming from? 

ELLE 

You. 

AL 

Me? 

ELLE 

You. Being with you. Waking up next 
to you this morning. 

AL 

I thought we agreed this wasn't a 
step towards marriage. 

ELLE 

It's not. There aren't steps. It's 
not some building that has like... A 
lot of steps. 

AL 

I just don't know if I believe in 
the idea of marriage, Elle. 

ELLE 

Believe? It's hardly unbelievable. 
It's not wintery mix. 



AL 

Not like that, butthead. 



Elle smiles. 

AL (CONT'D) 
I just don't know if I believe in it 
for myself. It's been important for 
me to not priorities my life around 
that as something that happens about 
this time in a person's life. I 
don't want to get married because 
I'm 30 or because I reached a position 
professionally that is both secure 
yet flexible. So, for you to talk 
so assuredly "I'm going to marry 
you," makes me shake. Physically 
shake. You say it like it's something 
you do to me, not something we do 
together. Like it's some trick. 
Some magical trick. We moved in 
together . You didn't move in me. 

Elle winks. 

Al makes a face that says not now. 

AL (CONT'D) 
I don't want us to be equals. I 
need it. 

ELLE 

We're not equals. 

AL 

I know I make a little more money 
than you, but I hardly — 

ELLE 

I don't care about money, silly goose. 

Al smiles. 

ELLE (CONT'D) 
Who wants equals? You care about TV 
and not TV-TV. I care about the 
weather . I want to marry you . I'm 
sorry that that is how I phrase it, 
but I ' m not . I want to marry you . I 
want to tell you that everyday for 
the rest of our lives and I want you 
to tell me everyday that you're not 
sure if you believe in it. Because 
that ' s you . And that ' s me . And I 
love you. It's not science. 



AL 

I love you too. 

ELLE 

I love you. 

AL 

I love you too. 

ELLE 

I love you. 

AL 

I love you too. 

ELLE 

I love you. 

AL 

I love you too. 

ELLE 

I love you. 
Elle grabs Al's hands. 

AL 

I love you too. 

ELLE 

I love you. 

AL 

I love you too. 

ELLE 

Would you prefer we fight over the 
same sections of the paper every 
morning? 

AL 

No. 

Elle pushes the paper over to Al. 

ELLE 

So, together, we'll create a new 
perfect Sunday ritual . I get two 
almond milk mochas and two salt 
bagels. And I'll know that you are 
home reading the paper you get 
delivered. If it's ok with you, I'd 
like to start our ritual as soon as 
possible. 



Elle stands up and puts on a coat. 

AL 

Can I come? 

ELLE 
But the ritual? 

AL 

We'll have the rest of our lives for 
the ritual. 

Al stands up. 

ELLE 

Of course. 
They kiss. Elle hugs Al. 
Beat. 



AL 

What ' s that weather supposed to be 
like today? 



